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KEPLECTIONS, ee, 


Ae in the Lon Dy: 


er great den of my _ 
5 cern, our common ſalvation, 
| not only induces me to im- 
1 Se. prove, as [ can, the uſual 1 
1 portunities to your advantage, N 
but excites the moſt fervent wiſh for an ef- 
fſectual application of whatever means may 
tend to ſecure this ineſtimable prize. Acts 
of humiliation and the penitential exerciſes, 
which are comprehended under that Chriſ- 
| tian diſcipline, whereunto as hnners we ſtand: 
. | obliged, are, in the courſe of public inſtruc- 
tions, pointed out as prudence may direct or 
occaſion require, And theſe, to make them 
the more regarded, ate enforced by an appeal 
to the awful fandtions. of the 9 of 3 


CHRIST. | 


But, beſides this 1 view of the duty 4 

alluded. to, there is a particular call to it 

ſometimes made neceſſary in a public way, . 

| when, as a nation, our moſt important in- 
tereſts are at ſtake, and popular wickedneſs, 
(the meſt dangerous engine of deſtruction to 
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a ſtate) compels its rulers to ſound an alarm, 


and to urge, with re * po- 


8 pular contrition. 


"This is juſt now done under circuinfiances 
which are truly affeCting, and have a pow- 
erful tendency, if our fupineneſs is not in- 
voeterate, io rouze us into recollection, and 
20 bring us back to God and our duty; to ; 
make us fincerely deprecate his wrath, im- 
plore his mercy, and obey his will. We 
muſt be very blindly partial to our owi de- 
generacy, and the corruption of the age in 
which we live, if we do not allow the recti- 
tude of the meaſure, and we muſt be un- 
pardonably perverſe f we do not, to the ut- 
moſt of our power, every one concur to make 
- I ai nano of ee e and "ow 
lic of. e 
55 ae Faſt: is a a public af oy denne, 1 
ſo marked with ſolemnity, that, if we think 
properly of Gop's majeſty, ana our own un- 
g worthineſs, our depending intereſt, temporal ö 
and eternal, and what may really be the 
conſequence to ourſelves as we improve or 
abuſe it, that we cannot with too much eir- 
cumſpection provide fer the one, and guard 
againſt the other, Indeed if we do not meet 
a the Day, and attend to Its bufineſs with a 


-decoming, 
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becoming, ſettled compoſure, and with de- 


termined reſolution ſo as to ceaſe from doing 
evil, and to engage in doing well, we are but 
aggravating a load of guilt, already far too 
great, and proſtituting the dignity of bis 
worſhip and ſervice, who declares Himſelf 
by his Providence and Power, as well as by 7 
his Word, a Gos jealous of his honour, 
« viſiting the ſins of the fathers upon the 
8 children, unto the third and fourth gene- 
ration of them that hate Him, and Rewe 
| „ ing mercy unto thouſands in them who 
e love Him, and keep his Commandments.” 2 
A declaration which, ſurely, can never ba 
| heard or read with indifference, and which, 
at this very time, merits from us the moſt te- 
verential, the moſt entire regard, 
The firſt reflection then which molly 
Arikes the mind with a view to this awful | 
call, is the propriety of communing with _ 
our own hearts, of examining ourſelves - 
whether we are in the faith, whether we are 
ſo ſpeculatively and practically, whether we 
embrace the chriſtian doctrine, whether we 
hold faſt the bleſſed hope of everlaſting life, 
and prove by our fruits,. the only trial of 


our lincerity fixed by « our Nelleemer that; we 
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: order to a national reformation every 
individual muſt look firſt at home and be 


intent upon mending himſelf. To which 


| purpoſe there ſhould be a deliberate and 
cloſe inſpeQion into our own hearts and | 
ways; and whilſt we conſider Gop as the 
_ difcerner of the one and the ſuperintendant: * 
of the other, as knowing all that paſſes | 
within, or without us, we ſhould deal openly ! 
with him and impartially with ourſelves: ! 
” for the leaven of hypocriſy « even in the ſmalleſt = 
— degree will, like Achar's treſpaſs in the ac- 
ceurſed' thing, ſpoil the whole act and leave 
— in a worſe condition than we were be- * 
ſore. Whatever enemies we diſcover within 
they muſi be brought ſorth and ſlain, and when 
we weep between the Porch and the Altar, 
dur great care muſt de that our tears are the | 
tears of frneerity. and truth, that they teſtify. | 
our pain for and aur abhorrence of ourſins, 
and in reſult of every inward motion and 
erery outward ſign we muſt evince by an 
exemplary conduct that our return into th 
way of righteouſneſs is not formal but real, 
and that we add in every ſenſe, to our FAITH. | 
Prog. This is, upon a general view of 
| things, neceſſary. But upon a more parti- 
cular attentiog iQ aur tunes, and the com- 


mon 
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men practices of the world, it muſt appeat 
to be quite indiſpenſable. It muſt more 


eſpecially be ſo with reſpect to perſons who 


: are veſted with any kind of authority, be it 
domeſtic or civil. 
I would here wiſh to be more explicit by = 
; foreifeing in ſome very diſtinguiſhable and 
truly important points. The attending to 
! the moral and religious training of children 
and ſervants, and conſequently the enjoin- 
ing and enforcing a juſt regard to laws as 
well human as divine; the laying uniformly | 
a a proper ſtreſs upon family government and _ 
family devotion, the ſerious, regular, ob= 
ſervance of the Chriſtian Sabbath, not only 
in our own perſons, but in thoſe of our de- 
pendents, the carefully avoiding all undue _ 
expences and affectation of dreſs and parade 

_ in ourſelves, and diſcouraging it all we can _ 
in others, the checking a fondneſs for 
| pleaſures, and the making it our earneſt en- 
deavour, (as we then by the help of fru- 
| gality more eaſily and more frequently may) 
to comfort others with that comfort where- 


Win we are comforted of Gor, _ 


A little enlargement upon theſe particu- 
lars is what I farther have in view; and as 1 
i wo de a certain een and relief to 


AS. my 
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my own mind to attempt making ſome good 
impreſſions under circumſtances in them- 
| ſelves ſo awakening and awful, my hearty 


prayer to the Father of mercies is, that what 


is well intended may be well accepted and 


| beneficially applied. Religion is the only 


ſure baſis of happineſs whether temporal or 
eternal, it is the corner ſtone without which 
no building of this ſort can be fitly framed, 
or have in it either beauty or duration. It 
is that without which, in plain terms, (the 


appeal lies to experience) there is no living Þ 
With dignity and comfort in this world and 
no ſuitable preparation to be made for ano 
tber. What then is the firſt thought which | 
ſhould ftrike us but the unſpeakable import= | | 


ance of i improving the earlieſt opportunities 


4 Aw FLY _m 


of placing every part of duty to God, our 13 


fellow creatures, and ourſelves, i in the moſt 


influencing view before thoſe, whom, if we 


are not unnaturally indifferent to firſt incon- 


Bl teſtable principles, we muſt be inclined as well 
as obliged to preſerve from miſery and ruin, 
| and to direct i in the road to BLESSING and to 
Heaven. Our own offspring have a call | 


CNT OL OP IE e of EN ER TL SID 


upon us which nothing but extreme cee l 


_ rity can reſiſt; and others related to us in | 


on. inferior ways have a right in this reſpect | 


1 which 


which cannot be neglected without diſobe- 


Tn). 


dience to the Chriſtian law, without miſ- 


chief to them and reproach to ourlclyes, 
Whenee is it but from omiſſions of this kind, 
! omiſtions indeed ſadly countenance! by the 


cuſtums of a degenerate day, chat the too 


3 genera! depravity in the lower ranks of peo- 
1 ple ariſes, whence is It elſe but fiom prof 
| gate examples in h. gher life, and a total in- 
difference in them under whom they act to 
f the great intereſts of their nature that they | 
become very fi equently diſtolute and aban- 
5 3 doned ? To what other ſource can we trace, 1725 
x much, very much, of the complaining | in our 
; | ſtreets, Be perſuaded. then teriouſly to Jay 
to heart this great duty, Co mplicated good : 
will reſult from'i it to them, to yourſelves, to 
your country. It is the great and only ef- 
fectual antidote againſt tha! licentiouſneſs 
which has through a relaxation of authori. 
ty in almoſt every view been long increa(- _ 
ing amongſt us, and which is in almoft every 
ſenſe, our preſent diſtinguiſhed diſgrace. Op- 
| poſe to this prevailing contagion T7” power. 5; 
ful cure (for ſo it muſt be if univerſally 
adopted) of living quiet and peaccable lives 
in all godlineſs and boneſty ; and if Pol i- | 
res muſt be taught, teach them theſe, to 
fear 
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feat Gop, to honour the King, to ſubmit to 


every ordinance of man, for the Lok p's and 


their dues, to accuſe no man falſly, to do | 


violence to no man, to be content with their 


 _ wages and in their ſtations, to put away, (to 


 abhor) lying, and all miſreprefentation, to 


ſpeak the truth in love, to pray for the peace 
of Jernſalem, to pray that they may proſper 
who love her, that peace may be within her 
wWoalls and plenteouſneſs within her palaces, 

and ſolicitouſly to inculcate it upon them ts 
ſeek, upon this eſpecial motive becauſe of the 
' houſe of the Loxp our Gov, to do her good. 
| This is the beſt and moſt effeAual charm by 


. E . . 
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which to drive away thoſe infernal fiends, TE 


This is the only effectual check to 


TY wars 0 hghtings, by chaining down wild 


- ambition, wanton riot, and furious refent- 


ment. Conſider that a ſenſe of general duty, 
and a habit of devotion daily encouraged un- 


der your own roofs, a delight and advantage 


not to be ſacrificed to libertine ſcorn, will | 


de the beſt introduction to an attendance 


me nt 


diſcontent, falſhood, faction and tumult, | 
' his is the way to ſecure peace on earth, | 
1 2 to diffuſe and eſtabliſh good-will among 
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ment of ſoul and body which in a focial v view 
beyond all other acts diſcovers the excel= 
* lence of human nature, proclaims its de- 
pendence and its gratitude, expreſſes its faith. 
and hope and joyful expectation, brings it 
| to a peculiarly ſolemn intercourſe with its 
|| Redeemer, its Sanctifier, and its God 3 ang 
| makes it as it were, anticipate its future N 
bliſsful ſtate, when MoxTaLiTy ſhall be 
ſwallowed up of LITE. Strange ! that a re- 
miſſneſs in this reſpect ſhould be ſeen among 
Chhriſtians even in a ſingle inſtance, but 
ſtranger ſtill (and moſt deeply to be lament= 
ed) that a negle& of the Lo R D's Day, 
that great Day of releaſe, a Day made ſo 
memorable, and dear, and intereſting (as 
upon many accounts it is) to mankind, ſhould _ 
de grown into a popular habit, infomuch . 
that every idle pretence is thought a ſufſi- 
cient excuſe for deſerting the ſervice of Gop; 
and that portion of time which he moſt: 
poſitively claims as appropriate to his di- 
vine Majeſty, and the purpoſes of his wor⸗- 
| ſhip is proſtituted with a degree of inde- 
_ cency and ſeeming unconcernedneſs ; nay, 
with an appearance of open contempt and 
inſult, which perhaps no age but our own 
- fince. the Pug of N in this 
; | Ifland 
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Hand has been degraded by. But if God's 


command, © Ye ſhall rh een 


s reverence my Sanctuary,“ is inſufficient | 
to prevent and ſubdue this bad ſpirit, can it 
be a wonder that the inferior inſtruments of 
his word and will, his miniſters, however 
equal to or intent upon their work, cannot. 
Nay, it is no wonder, where ſo much of |- 
ö El Perverſeneſs has taken place if they, who 
are moſt ſo, ſhould be moſt neglected. 
| Here then obviouſly ariſes a call upon do- 
meſtic and civil authority to interpoſe, to 
teach, to perſuade, to correct, to controul, 
and, above all, by perſonal example to 3 
pel ( for this is a deſirable compulſion ) 
the looſe and profligate, the giddy and un- 
ſtable, to return to ſeriouſneſs, to act wit 
nm conſiſtency. and to walk humbly with their 
| « Gop.” oY is ſurpriſing that the neceſſity | 
of this meaſure ſhould eſcape them whom it 
© immediately concerns, reſpect being had 
only to their temporal intereſt. For this is 


| often ſo connected with ſpiritual duty and 


„ ſpiritual good, that, if men will rebel boldly og 
| againſt their Maker, they will find pu- 
| niſhment following quickly upon it, and in= |} 

deed often do. What can be the probable | 
conſequence of the heads of families deſert- 
e — "Ins 
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ing cheir reſpeRive charge and leaving hy | 
young and unexperienced, the ignorant and 
| unintormed, and that too at the moſt cri- 
| . tical and dangerous period of life, but, that 
inlet to all wickednels, SABBA H- BREAK 
ING; and, in courſe, an intermixing with 
' unfit company, and, by a too eaſy tranſition, 
BY” furrender of what right diſpoſition there 
1 might before be to ſutrounding temptation 
and enſnaring attacks. Hence i it is that Sun- 
dap, that Day of the Logd i in a moſt pecu- 
© liar ſenſe, i is, inſlead of being kept holy, de- 
voted to rambling, ſpent in houſes, either 
public or private, of unſeaſonable entertain- 
ment, and often, it is to be feared, in places 
not merely of diſſipation, but debauchery, 
This evil ſadly marks our age, at leaſt lo- 
| cally (within the verge of theſe great Cities) 
and is daily productive of miſchicfs the moſt 
diſtreſſing and moſt fatal, Now, what pre- 
tence can there be for thus turning our backs 
upon God and his worſhip and (not content 
with doing o ourſelves) inducing others, the 
| ſucceeding generation, of whom parents and 
| maſters and magiſtrates are the proper guar- 
: dians, to make ſhipwreck of faith and con- 
| ſcience and good manners. Health is the 
. only Plauſible reaſon for tuck an i politic as 


well : 
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| health of the body to be attended to in ex 
dlaſion of the health of the ſoul? Will ſuch 


a pretence avail. us at the tribunal of our 


| Judge, when not only our own contempt of 
Sov's moſt ſolemn command ſhall appear 


gagainſt us, but when others whoſe tempo- 
ral and eternal good we triſted with, ſhall 
unite in our condemnation, and charge their 


= _ undoing upon thoſe. who ought to have po- : 
& tected them? Think how it was in preced- 
5 ing times, think. how it is with ſome few in 


| this very day? Did THEY or do THEsE fare 
| the worſe for a regular attendance in their | 


proper places upon the worſhip of Go Þ 2: 
| Does it appear from ſuch inſtances that the - 
” enjoyment of health and life is incompati- 


ble with obedience in this eſſential point to 3 
te divine will ? or is there not a fuller ſe- 

_ curity in theſe and other conſiderable reſpects 
than there can be where all is put to the ha- 
xard either from an ill timed, purſuit -of 
pleaſure or from an affectation of following 1 


; the multitude to do evil? 


This affe ctation, encouraged by gärn 13 


ments from money Jobbers (a new ſpecies of | 


impu- 5 


fatal decoy) as well as calls without number 
6 to places of diverſion, and looſe Publications, 1 
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* impudently produced, moſt notoriouſly pere 
| vades all tanks of people, even to the loweſt; 
Dreſs and pleaſurable purſuits engroſs their 
| whole attention. They are led into expen= 
| ces, Which are beyond their ability to ſup- 
port, and, conſequently, often expoſed by 
| neceſſities ariſing from extrayagance to the 
| moſt pernicious evils. One ſex is hurried 
into al) the dreadful contrivances which _ 
extreme perhdy and villainy can ſuggeſt, and 
the other, regardleſs of that modeſty, which 
is its firſt and greateſt charm, becomes an 
| eaſy prey to wanton and artful lewdneſs. 
| | Hence it is that our ſtreets ſwarm with un- 
happy proſtitutes, abandoned, by degrees, to 
complicated wickedneſs, and utter ftrangers 
do all ſenſe of principle and of ſhame. And 
| hence alſo it is that our property and our : 
| perſons are neither ſecure by day nor night; 
for our roads and our houſes ate equally in- 
| feſted by daring. and deſperate invaders. How 
is a cure to be applied to theſe abounding 
| miſchiefs which are a flow poiſon working 
inn. the vitals of our country? We muſt look 
for it in domeſtic rule, and ſuch an exertion 
of magiſtracy and ſuperior authority, as we 
| | have long had occaſion, and now have, to. 
| lament a moſt deſtructive relaxation of. In- 


(18 ) | 


deed, it ſeems, as if theſe were become ob⸗ 


ſolete for want of a juſt ſenſe of that which 


alone can inſpire men with becoming vigi- 
luance and fortitude, RELIG1on. Right ex- 
ertion under the influence of this is that 
which alone can bring us back to order, and, 
in particular, remedy that fundamental miſ- | 
chief, the ſcandalous and ruinous profana=-- | 


tion of the Lox D's Day, which, to the ſad 


reptoach of all kinds of government, do- 


meſtic and civil, diſcovers itſelf even at the | 
very hours of public worſhip. The carria= | | 
ges employed, and the crouds aſſembling, pe= | 
g riodically evince this melancholy truth. The 1: . 


uenues leading to theſe great Cities, pro- | 
1 claim our apoſtaſy ; one in particular, as if | 
by privilege exempt from all ſuperintendence | 
of the magiſtrate, is e by traffic $4 


and uproar, 


When will it once be RIG we | ſhall re- : 


a from this romantic madneſs, this in- 
toxication of extreme folly, this deſtructive | 
pride ofheart ? When will it be that we ſhall | 
give due attention to ourſelves, to our off- | 


ſpring, to our dependents ? Surely time may 


be found for all reaſonable indulgence with- 

out robbing Gop of his honour, and break- | 
| ing in upon his own. eſtabliſhed order and 
ge  appoint- 


< bs 


appointments. A due compliance with theſe 
muſt adminiſter to good in a variety of views. 
But when was ſuch a compliance ever knowu 


to produce evil, to confound property, t 


fquander ſubſtance, to bring on bankruptcies, 
to make diſobedient children or diſhoneſt 
| fervants? Is it not on the contrary in pro- 
- | portion to its uniform prevalence 2 common 
ſecurity to all men throughout all ranks and 
| relations, and in every engagement of life? 
It muſt therefore be deſitable and ought to 
1 emulouſly our common aim, upon the — 
| ſtated returns of duty to meet together in 4 
* |. 28 houſe of Gob as friends who have one 
| grand intereſt depending, and in proſpect an 
= | everlaſting Sabbath. A total neglect is ſcan- E 
| dalouſly profane, and occalional attendances, , 
directed perhaps by other motives than what 
religion inſpires, will not amount to the 
| gloriſying Gop as we ought, in our body 
and in our ſpirits ; and conſequently will not 
\ | fatisfy our own minds under circumſtances - 
which muſt happen to us when Death and 


Judgment are in view. Oh then that we 


were wiſe, that we would conſider as well 
our preſent intereſt as our latter end! This 
would put us under the friendly influence 
of pure religion, We mould ſtudiouſi 4 
C 5 ——_ avoid, ; 
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cious conformity to the world and its follies. 


We ſhould fo regulate our own cenduRt, | 
and ſo attentively provide for right behavi- | . 
our in others, as both by precept and ex- 

ample, to allure them to regularity and | | 

I ſteady conſiſtent practice, to whatſoever. | | 
is lovely and of good report. In order. to | | 

dieb, it is not neceſſary that we put on a2 

rigid moroſeneſs, for this is no part of that | 
weedding garment required by CHRIST, but | 
that we qualify ourſelves by guarding againſt, | 
and by ſubduing, what is wrong, by ſhun- | 
ning, as far as our ſafety requires, the vani- | 
ties, and keeping ourſelves unſpotted from | 
the vices of the world, by an external de- 
poftment, and by an internal frame, to ſerve | 
the Lomb in fear and to rejoice unte Him 
wich reverence, Hence will refult a ful- 
neſs of ſatisfaction far beyond all which the. | 

Collective power of inferior gratifications | | 

can furniſh; and at a time, when diſſpa- 

tion would end in diſguſt, and all the lux- | 
urties of life. ſatiate, we ſhall find the ha-: 

Ing been guided by Chriſtian prudence, the | 

having ſubmitted to Chriſtian diſcipline, the | 

haviog joined ourſelves heartily, to Go 
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| and his ſervice, tewporally conſidered, que + 
| firength and ſtay; and in an eternal view, 
| -our crown of rgjoicings 2 our "WTI ö 
Beloved, let me then beten you by the 5 
mercies of God, by his mercies more eſpeci- 
| ally in CurisT Jesvs, to look earneſtly to 
_ thoſe things, with which is connected, ſoci= 
| ally and perſonally, your temporal as well as 
| eternal] peace, before both are hid from your 
| eyes. Do not let preſent eaſe and preſent 
pleaſure, and the blandiſhments of ſenſe, or _ 
| the depraved faſhions of the world infatuate _ 
| im captivity to indolence or the deceitfulneſs | 
But ſee God in his works and hear 
him in his Word, look at his providences, 
obſerve the ſigns of the times, behold his mo= 
| ral government over mankind, and his king- 
| domof righteouſneſs in its progreſs to a glori= | 
| ousconſummatian ; ſtudy his precepts, liſten 
| to his warnings, be guided by his counſels, 
| have wour loins girt, and your lamps burn= 
| ing. The buſineſs of a Faſt; you will con= 
| fader again and again, is not the buſineſs of | 
a day, is not a matter of mere formality, 
but it is, ons; a moſt ſolemn n BY 
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with Goy ; it is deprecating his wrath, ind : 


vnploripg his bleſſing and favour: and that 


upon two implied and indiſpenſable condi- : : 
tions, the ſorrowing for your ſins and the | 
fäorfaking them; a return to duty and a fteady | 
Perſeverance in it. It comprehends, moſt | 
clearly, the praying for deliverance from your | 
enemies politically conſidered, the enemies 
5 of your King and Country, but it compre- | 
dends alſo the praying for a victory over | 
enemies within yourſelves, your own evil = 
* pPaſſions and affections, that Gon who ſearch- | 
eth all hearts, and knoweth what is in man, 5 
m.maay graciouſly extend to you thoſe compaſ= | 
ſions which fail not, may continue to you | 
thoſe many ſignal bleſſings which you do | 
enjoy, but are hardly thankful for, and | 
ſpeedily and laſtingly reftore that greateſt of | 
| them all, the BLESSING oF Prxace. Un- 
der an earneſt hope of your endeavouring to | 
prepare ſuitably for the approaching Solem- | 
nity, and to make that improvement of it | 5 
which a juſt ſenſe of religion and the cir- * 
cumſtances of the caſe require, breaking off 5 
Jour fins by righteouſneſs, and your iniquities 
by ſhewing mercy to the ſouls as well as | 
n of others, 1 am induced, with the 
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4 wel profound humility and the ſincereſt " BE 
I fection, to apply this devout addreſs from a 
| moſt diftinguiſhed earthly king to the Kix 
| or Heaven: © What prayer or what ſup- 
« plication ſhall be made of any man or of 
| all thy people, when every one ſhall know #4 
his own ſore and his own grief, and ſhall = 
„ ſpread forth his hands in thy houſe, then 
hear Thou from heaven, thy dwelling- 1 
place, and, when Thou. Heareſt, rox - 
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